Fast Ignition workshop series has become the principal specialist meeting on fast ignition and ultra-intense laser matter interactions. After the successful workshops held in Madeira~2001!, Florida~2002!, and Kyoto~2004!, the 8th workshop was organized in Tarragona with the main motivation to attract scientists and young researchers worldwide to discuss the progress of fast ignition as an alternative concept to the traditional central ignition of inertial fusion energy targets.
The workshop dealt with a wide range of scientific topics, from the relativistic laser-plasma interactions to matter compression by nanosecond laser pulses. Specific topics were particle acceleration, fast electron transport, X-ray sources, ultrafast diagnostics, and integrated simulations. The workshop intended to highlight cone-guided fast ignition and other innovative concepts as well as all physics relevant to fast ignition. In addition, the plans for the new petawatt laser facilities presently under construction were presented and discussed.
The workshop was very successful: approximately 150 researchers from 20 countries participated in the event, including delegates from worldwide leading laboratories.
The presentations were organized in 8 sessions with 23 invited talks, 18 contributed talks, and 25 posters. The oral presentations were collected on a CD that was distributed to the participants. 
